(Your name)
(Your home address)
City, State   Zip
Senator (your Senator’s name here)

(your Senator’s office address here)

(your Senator’s office address here, line 2)

Washington, DC 20515
(Month, day), 2009
Dear Senator (your Senator’s name here): 

I am writing to express my support for the National Childhood Brain Tumor Prevention Network Act, S.305. This landmark legislation would provide $25 million per year for five years for research into the epidemiology of brain tumors in children, with the ultimate goal of preventing and curing this deadly and devastating disease. I ask that you support it and urge your colleagues to do the same. Senators Schumer and Vitter are the sponsors of this bill. Please contact either office about co-sponsorship.
Brain tumors are the leading cause of death from cancer in children, yet almost nothing in known about what causes them and the few risk factors that have been identified explain only a small fraction of all cases. As a whole, children diagnosed with malignant brain tumors have only a 60 percent survival rate, and some types much less than that. Many that do survive have long-term health problems and disabilities due to the invasiveness of brain tumors, surgeries, and treatment. The cure rates for many pediatric brain tumors have changed little in 20 years.
This act mandates the creation of a Childhood Brain Tumor Prevention Network within the National Cancer Institute to provide grants and coordinate research to determine risk factors and causes of childhood brain tumors. Groups of children from the same geographic region would be put into ‘catchment’ areas, creating statistically significant findings that would be applicable to the general population. Funded research will investigate a range of possible causes, such as environmental exposures, nutrition, genetics and epigenetics, and regions in which affected children live. This would provide valuable information in the prevention, and potentially the treatment, of these diseases.
We need the support of the federal government in funding research into the causes of this disease. The private sector cannot do it alone. We need to get behind this cause to reduce the incidence and impact of pediatric brain tumors. Many of the parents of children with brain tumors are immersed in the fight to save their child and don’t have the time or energy to call you themselves. Please know I speak for them in asking for your support of this issue and this bill. 

Sincerely,

(your name here) 

